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Yabusame of lzumo-iwai Shrine

Yabusame (horseback archery) is a martial art, which was performed by samurai warriors from
the late Heian period until the end of the Kamakura period (approximately 700 to 900 years ago).
The yabusame ceremony in Moroyama Town is celebrated at the |zumo-iwai Shrine every
autumn. It is characteristic of the Moroyama yabusame that the arrows are shot by boys around
fifteen years old. Starting from November 1, the young archers undergo purification and a number
of other rituals before they attend the yabusame ceremony on November 3.

In Moroyama Town, yabusame is also performed in spring, when boys under seven become the
archers.

In both spring and autumn, the sacred young boys shoot at targets with arrows imparted with
divine power. People hope these arrows will convey their wishes to the divinity.
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