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Moroyama is a town rich in nature and steeped in the history and
culture of our forebears. Living in the traditional Japanese village which
is Moroyama fills me with pride, and more than anything I hope that this
guidebook will impart the spirit of the local townspeople as they go about
their daily lives, hope ever in their breasts.

Located within the 50km metropolis sphere of Tokyo, in the late 60s
Moroyama experienced a sudden population growth which has led to
continued positive urbanization and development ever since.

Regardless of the decade, the living environment and infrastructure
of the town always remain a priority. In February of 2012 ‘Shin-Hanno
-Yorii Bypass’ (a city planning road) was opened to traffic, thus marking
completion of the final stage of a 30 year construction project by Moroyama.
Systematic local road maintenance likewise continues apace, as we work
hard to ensure not only a safe and pleasant town for all, but also to invite
new businesses, attract tourism and develop local industry.

As the guideline behind our town-planning the Fourth Comprehensive
Promotion Plan likewise aspires, since the establishment of our
‘latter period basic plan,” towards a more systematically realized town
administration. Above all else, the most indispensable philosophy behind
town planning in Moroyama is ‘cooperative community development,’ or
more specifically, the three tenets of ‘self-help, mutual cooperation and
public assistance.” Working together with local residents, we are committed
to building a Moroyama rich in hopes and dreams

Boasting of over 950 years of history, Moroyama is a town known for
horseback archery. As the first production center in the country and a
national pioneer, it is also a town known for its delicious yuzu (Japanese
citron). It is a town which features Saneatsu Mushakoji utopian village
plan, "Atarashiki Mura", and, thanks to Saitama Medical University
Hospital, a town known for its medical care and public well-being. I
sincerely hope you will take the time to read this guidebook, learn more
about our town, and help to ensure that all that Moroyama has to offer can
be bestowed upon future generations.

July, 2012
Kenji Inoue, Mayor of Moroyama
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People prayed to God.
(Koshiki Yabusame *)

As soon as a young boy appears
wearing the traditional costume, the
venue will be enveloped in a thick
silence. As one enters the site lead
by Kuchitori (a horsekeeper) and
shoots an arrow from the back of
the running horse, big cheers arise
from the crowd. The horse riders
perform by horsewhipping and paper
fan,scattering rice cakes and oranges
and receiving a lot of applauses.

At Moroyama,Yabusame is held
every spring on the second sunday
of March and autumn on the 3rd of
November.

Its origin is said to be that Minamoto
no yoriyoshi and yoshiie(father and
son)expressed their deep gratitude
to God for the victory won during the
war in 1063.
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Moroyama Signpost
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We learn history to understand how the present has been
developed. We look forward to the future to think what
we should do now. This is a signpost for the journey to

Moroyama beyond space and time.
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This is the only place in Saitama Prefecture where Yabusame is dedicated every year . Moroyama’s Yabusame boasts about its 950 years of

history and was designated as a Prefectural Intangible Cultural Heritage in 2005.
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It is unusual in Japan to take young boys as the archer called Noriko. Noriko are selected among all male children whose family members
3e MOROYAMA

were not involved in any mourning events. They work and train hard for the various ceremonies for 10 days.
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At Yabusame held in spring, a boy younger than seven years old plays the lead role. He wears a beautiful decorated hat and red battle
surcoat is like a little warrior doll. This is a one-day festival and only one arrow is shot. Yabusame is held on a warm spring day and is one of

the important annual events for people of Moroyama.
*Yabusame is a military art where a person discharges an arrow while riding on a running horse.
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People then ran with a single mind. (Kodo-Kamakura Kaido)

Kamakura Kaido is the road that Kamakura Shogunate constructed for military purpose and for goods distribution. This road is known as Gokenin

connecting to Kamakura, if emergency arises. (“Iza Kamakura”) Of the three routes of Kamakura Kaido, “Kamitsumichi” goes through the eastern

part of the town. Many history fans visit this as it is maintained in a good condition.
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Later, people started to set a vision. (A utopian commune “Atarashiki Mura”)

A Shirakaba Group novelist Saneatsu Mushakoji advocated a utopian commune and established “Atarashiki Mura”(New Village) in Kijo
Village (present Kijo Town), Miyazaki Prefecture in1918. However, because of a dam project at Kijo Village, Atarashiki Mura was relocated

to Moroyama Town in 1938. Since then, the villagers have socialized with people of Moroyama Town in diverse ways. In February 2008,

Moroyama Town and Kijo Town became Friendship Towns.
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)es together with nature.

eThe town lit

it

Moroyama Town is surrounded by a rich natural

t. There are many famous spots for
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can enjoy the flowers such as cherry
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blossoms, rose, hydrangea and cosmos through four seasons. Local volunteers
use barren farmlands as flower meadows. The northwestern part of the town is
designated as Saitama Prefectural Kuroyama Nature Park where you can enjoy ! % p
the natural egvm)nmenti o - BTRLYZYI—Saska
eThe town with Yuzu (a Rind of citrus fruit) fragrance

Moroyama Town is the oldest production center of Yuzu in Japan and famous for its lovely fragrance. Yuzu was designated as
“The Tree of the Town” in 1981.

eThe town that connects people.
There are many new events that everyone from small children to elderly people can enjoy throughout the seasons.The town is
always full of smile and excitement.
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Moroyama Town develops its environment for raising children, health, medical care, education and culture for children’s health and future.

Developing human resource for a reliable future. (The future of the town)
eThe environment for raising children

Moroyama Town has three nursery schools, three after-school day-care centers, three private licensed nursery schools, and three private

kindergarten schools to support the establishment of the environment where families with children can be safe to carry on working.
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*Health and Medical care

We conduct improvements in the system and facility that support families for healthy life everyday. We try to improve and formulate the
medical services by progressing networking between the medical institutions and separating roles for the University hospital and town
medical institutions to share information.
eEducation and Culture

For children of the next generation, it is important to establish the town with a high quality of education and culture. Moroyama Town is
improving the imaginative and creative education system to develop a child’s individual character and capability.
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;; ijﬁpEA X%J$3J§¢?fg1%6?fﬁgg Here are the footprints of those who made Moroyama what it is now. E ’5’ 5
ARYN c Moro Suemitsu; unknown-1206 A Musashi samurai warrior who was active in
MEAMONT. REFGHEICAZ<E the early part of K«lamakura ;l)eriod.. ' i;%‘ % ll'l:_l
UL SmEACTH@EmE  fonmmee M s et E L
L. E(Liﬁ@?%@%}%mg;@é%(i Ando Buntaku; 1807 -1872 born in Asuwa Village a doctor of Dutch Medicine o ~
EEEI_‘E) 26 ﬁﬁﬁf)’ﬁ%é NTHWET, gzz(i: ﬁZSS:er?;BIE)H—?tSlg? l?ffrllnlsgt?;l?i\li?l); of doctors in present

Morohongo. A medical man and a scholar of Kokugaku (national study).

Elizabeth Florence Upton; 1880-1966 Came to Japan as a Christian missionary

and dedicated herself to infant education and welfare activity. She was named MOROYAMA® 12
an honorary citizen of Moroyama.
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FRLKR— Tourist Information!

Introducing a rich natural environment, history and
places to visit and enjoy Moroyama Town.

“Yuzu no Sato Auto Campsite” is 1.8 hectares in area
and open from spring to autumn. At “Takinoiri Rose
Garden”, you can see 400 species of roses blooming.
Around “Kamakita Lake”, you can enjoy beautiful
sceneries through four seasons such as cherry
blossoms and autumn leaves. Many people visit there to
enjoy walking, fishing and boat rowing.
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Let’s enjoy festivals! ;.
Moroyama holds historical festivals such as “Natsu Matsuri (the summer °
festival)” and “Shishimai (Lion Dance)”. We have also new festivals such as o

“The Summer Festival Moroyama” with a firework display, “Yuzu no Sato Walk”,
where you can enjoy walking trough mountains of Yuzu (a kind of citrus fruit),
and “Ohrui Flower Festival” . There are many enjoyable festivals throughout the
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- N ' Proud of tasty local specialities!
S —— Moroyama is known as the town of Yuzu. Eggs and vegetables are the other specialities .You
[PIFDEN]. TDFZLIBEEDPT can be satisfied with freshly picked and freshly made products. You are safe to eat them as they
EEOLREREERATI, <A are local products. There are about 31 kinds of “ Moroyama Aijo local specialities”authorised by
NDPIALIDEKRLISDBEHNBHTIC Moroyama Town Commerce and Industry Association.
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A town of history and culture
amongst the mountains and
forest

Let us spread the wonderful
scent of our town’s specialty,
the yuzu, yuzu throughout Japan.
/ Protect and let thrive our
tranquil forests and mountains,
beautifully reflecting each
season. / Creating a love for our
hometown through learning
history and culture.
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A Story of Tomorrow

ESUDORRKEN—I—2 VT THREEDHITHLS, —AD
EYDBEARDES DL IERETROBEICE O TEDSN
TWEY ., BHETEISEPWVLHREYZTFAL. ZB0F
55LWVEBZHLTINEDIE. E5T ALEOHADES
TT., INDSHHEICBTEL. KEERWPUDHAND.
B5LPTVWEBZEFOTLEET,

A Story of Town Building Reaching Toward Tomorrow

The citizens and government of Moroyama are working in cooperation for the town’s
future. We shall together build a town of mutual help and friendly atmosphere.

1| 5%
A

Blessed with verdant nature,
Moroyama, torchbearer of
culture and tradition,
our dear hometown. With kind
and sympathetic hearts
we guide, we support, we reach
out to one other
as we step forwards, hand in
hand, into the future.

Kenji Inoue
Mayor of Moroyama
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Placing the highest value on nurturing our people

Our entire community helps to raise healthy children with aspirations. / Building a town of safety and security with Saitama Medical

University Hospital. / Expanding a network of mutual help ensuring active lives in town.

An active town with safety and security

Improving our roads and walkways enhances the safety and daily lives of our citizens. / With Moroyama’s completion of the bypass, the

town now enjoys a more comfortable transportation system and better way of life as an area accessible to major highway lines. Moroyama

becomes increasingly appealing with every passing day to the most first-rate of companies and industries. / The Nagase Station Nokubo Line
Project is improving the lives of station users and local citizens while ensuring disaster safety by linking with Maekubo Chuo Park.
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A Story of Tomorrow
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Developing a town where people can live safely and healthily.

Our town aims at developing a society where, one can feel safe to have and raise children
have.The health center for the society communicates with parents or guardians through
Mother’s class and infant health checks. The facility such as Child’s Hall holds events that
give guardians the chance to meet each other.Also, we have improved the care program
for younger children and nursery center and subsidized a part of the medical expense for
children up to junior high school students.In order to reduce the financial burden of families.

We support elderly people to have healthy lives and improve the services such as day-
service for elders who need care. We support disabled people to live in ways they like.

Health Center focuses on various types of vaccinations, health guidance and counselling, as
well as prevention and early detection of illnesses. The town’s merit is a strong cooperation
between medical institutions headed by Saitama Medical University Hospital where one can
receive high quality medical treatment.
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Developing a town where you can use leaning for the future.

Good education for children leads to the establishment of the town’s future. The town aims
to establish basic academic ability to support all elementary and junior-high school students
by sending support staff according to the learning level.

We are also seeking realization of a lifelong learning society, to improve the age-appropriate
learning opportunities, train leaders and provide the chance to use their abilities. We are
trying to develop a town where one can encourage each other to learn and study at any age.

There are about 270 activity groups at two public halls in the town. We have a variety of
sport facilities where you can feel free to enjoy sports at the comprehensive park, Ohrui
ground, Ohrui softball park etc.
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Developing a safe and comfortable town that lives together with nature.

We are progressing a project to keep residents’ lives comfortable as well as preserving a rich natural environment.

Police department and Nishiiruma Fire Department, which is a center of fire disaster and emergency, are observing residents’ safety. In
accordance with a policy of “ Self Disaster Prevention”, a disaster prevention volunteer group “Yuzu” had been set up in 2005. “Yuzu”, school
guard, and the neighborhood are involved in anticrime patrols when elementary school children go home. It can say that the government and
the private sector support peaceful and safe life together.

In order to keep smooth city traffic, we progress a project in stages to maintain the roads connecting wide-area main roads to the town, and
to ease congestion. As a new service for residents, the free of charge circle bus has been operated in the town since 2009. A service that is
friendly to the environment and people connects district to district. In addition, by efficiently using a recycling facility, Kawakado Recycle
Plaza, we are developing a town that can live together with nature.
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Developing a town where residents can work livelily.

We promote trade and manufacturing, tourism, and agriculture and forestry to support
residents to work livelily.

We also focus in tourism making use of our nature, history and culture. We also promote
the tourist resources including Kamakita Lake, Takinoiri Rose Garden, Yuzu no Sato Auto
Campsite,Yabusame, Kamakura Kaido and Katsuraki Kannon (Deity of Mercy), to attract new
visitors.

The Processed Farm Products Training Center is revitalizing the local community through
producing processed products. Some of products are produced and sold by elderly people.
This gives them the chance to join the society and enjoy their lives. These processed
products are the new attractions of Moroyama. Potato digging held by the Agriculture Junior
Chamber and using unused farmlands as flower meadows are also our new projects.
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Developing the town by collaboration of residents and government.

People who need support such as elderly people living alone, disabled people and families
raising children. We figure out who need help at the time of disasters and set up an organization
for the self-disaster prevention and an observing network.

The town drew up “ The Area Welfare Project” aiming to develop the town that is safe and
comfortable to live by collaboration of volunteer groups, private organizations, and the
government, and for local people to support each other, and support various projects.

Fire and crime prevention is Moroyama’s next project.Its aim is for people to support each
other. This is essential for the town today.

The activities of the residents who love the area, such as “Full of Flowers Activity”, are the
motivation for the development of the town where people can live comfortably.

Moroyama Town Council

Moroyama Town Council is composed of 14 councilors who are the town representatives
elected once in four years. The councilors discuss the regulations and budget. The council
always listen to the town residents and reflect their opinions in making a policy.
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